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one another. This state of things continued till the advent of the
Mahomedan power, which was established for two hundred years
in Northern India before it invaded the Deccan about the
commencement of the fourteenth century. It took the Mahomedans
nearly thirty years-before the Hindu powers in the open plains
were subdued. The subjugation was never completed so far as
Western Maharashtra and Konkan are concerned. Konkan was
not conquered till the middle of the fifteenth century and the
Ghatmatha, or the Mavals were never conquered in the sense in
which the Desh country was brought under Mahomedan yoke.
The Mahomedan influence, as measured by the change in the
habits and the language of the people, was scarcely perceptible
in these hilly parts of the western country, which were ruled by
Hindu commanders of hill-forts. Measured by numbers, the same
influence appears to have been least perceptible in these parts, for
the Mahomedan population even now shows the smallest
percentages in Western Maharashtra. The Mahomedatx domination
never acquired any strong or permanent hold over the country in
these parts. In Northern and Eastern India, while mosques and
mausoleums towered high, the Hindu temples were scarcely
tolerated in the largest centres of the population, and were huddled
into street corners, and the worship had to be performed in stealth
and secrecy. In North India the Mahomedan language and letters
impressed themselves upon the country till they penetrated into
every home and bazaar, and gave rise to the modern Urdu; no
such changes took place in Maharashtra, and the language and
religion of the people continued to thrive and develop even under
Moslem rule.
It would be interesting in this place to note the successive
steps by which the Mahomedan power in the Deccan was gradually
subverted by, and subordinated to, Hindu influences.
In the first place, the Deccan Mahomedans, being separated
by great distances from their base beyond the North-West frontier,
were not recruited by fresh invaders, as was the case at Delhi, where
Afghans, Gilchis, Turks, Usbegs, and Moghuls succeeded one
another, keeping up the Mahomedan tradition intact with every
fresh invasion. In the Deccan this influence was wanting; and the
Turks and the Persians and the Abyssinian adventurers were not
regularly recruited from time to time.
Secondly, the founder of the Bahamani Kingdom was a slave
of a Brahman named Gangu at Delhi, who foretold the good
fortune that was in store for him. Hassan, the slave, gratefully
recognised his obligation when he rose to power, and he called his
empire, the "Bahamani Kingdom," and himself Hassan Gangu